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employment rates below 5.2 percent. But we
still have places with unemployment rates of
7, 8, 9, 10, 12 percent. And so the trick is
to create the economic incentives that will
even out the investment patterns. And that’s
what I’m trying to do. And if you can think
of anything specific I can do to help you,
I hope you’ll feel free to contact me and let
me know.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. at the
J.W. Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Bob Giles, board president, American Society
of Newspaper Editors. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the District Court
Decision Striking Down the
Line Item Veto

April 11, 1997

I firmly believe that the lower court has
ruled incorrectly in striking down this land-
mark line item veto legislation. I continue
to believe that the line item veto—a power
exercised by 43 Governors—is an important
tool for the President to strike wasteful
spending and tax items from legislation. The
last Congress took the right step in enacting
this important tool, and I was very pleased
to sign it into law.

The Solicitor General has reviewed the de-
cision and has authorized an immediate ap-
peal to the United States Supreme Court.
The Solicitor General intends to ask the Su-
preme Court to expedite the consideration
of the appeal and to schedule argument in
June so that the case can be decided before
the conclusion of the Court’s term at the end
of June.

This action has my strong support. It is
my hope that it will result in an expedited
ruling that clears up any confusion.

Proclamation 6987—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 1997
April 11, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, we pause to reflect on how the

34 free countries of the Western Hemisphere
are inextricably linked to a shared vision
through the common thread of democracy,
free trade, and mutual respect. This vision
can be achieved by continuing our efforts to
create a hemispheric free trade area and by
working together to uphold democracy, de-
fend human rights, and defeat the scourge
of narcotics trafficking.

The citizens of the Americas have made
remarkable progress toward the advance-
ment of democratic values and institutions,
as well as the creation of integrated markets
within which goods may be exchanged freely
in a common market of ideas and innovation.
Today, every country in our hemisphere—
with one exception—has made the promise
of democracy a reality. These countries have
recognized that representative democracy is
essential for guaranteeing the basic human
rights of their citizens. Through common ef-
fort, we can make this gift of freedom a re-
ality for all.

The United States applauds the people of
Paraguay for their great accomplishment in
resolving last year’s constitutional crisis, and
we welcome the central role of the Organiza-
tion of American States in defending democ-
racy in Paraguay. We commend the people
and government of Guatemala for their suc-
cess in forging a comprehensive peace ac-
cord, and we encourage the spirit of rec-
onciliation that has firmly taken root
throughout Central America. Americans con-
tinue to maintain a special consideration for
the people of Haiti as they strive to consoli-
date their new democracy and set the stage
for economic growth. Today, all of us must
work together to encourage the one coun-
try—Cuba—that has not embraced our com-
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mon purpose to join the communities of de-
mocracies.

As the united standard bearers of democ-
racy in the Western Hemisphere, we now ap-
proach a new century of unprecedented pos-
sibilities. Our vision is bold, and our expecta-
tions are high. Our cooperative spirit was
nurtured through the Summit of the Ameri-
cas, where we committed ourselves to free
trade, representative democracy, relief from
poverty, and respect for the environment.
We are now collaborating closely with others
in the hemisphere to prepare the agenda for
the next Summit of the Americas, to be held
in Santiago in March 1998. Never before has
there been such a window of opportunity to
promote a higher standard of living through
improved access to quality education and
adequate health care. Working together, we
can prove that democracy provides the
means for improving the daily lives of all the
citizens of the Americas.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, April 14,
1997, as Pan American Day and April 13
through April 19, 1997, as Pan American
Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States,
the Governor of the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, and the officials of other areas under
the flag of the United States of America to
honor these observances with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:18 a.m., April 14, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 15.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 6
The President appointed James B. King to

be the Director of the Office of Personnel
Management as a recess appointee.

April 7
The President announced the appoint-

ment of Ambassador Robert S. Gelbard as
the Special Representative of the President
and the Secretary of State for Implementa-
tion of the Dayton Peace Accords.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe flooding, severe
winter storms, heavy spring rain, rapid
snowmelt, high winds, ice jams, and ground
saturation due to high water tables beginning
February 28 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
South Dakota and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe flooding, severe
winter storms, heavy spring rain, rapid
snowmelt, high winds, and ice jams begin-
ning February 3 and continuing.

April 8
The President declared a major disaster in

Minnesota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe flooding, severe
winter storms, snowmelt, high winds, rain,
and ice beginning March 21 and continuing.

April 9
In the afternoon, the President met with

Leah Rabin in the Oval Office to discuss the
Middle East peace process.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Elizabeth Moler as Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Energy.


